


selection of historically significant names was developed by inviting
the Wellesley Historical Society along with Wellesley Township Local
Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (LACAC) to submit
names for consideration and commemoration. In the end, no names
were created, each name was unique, and an attempt was made to
ensure that the street name chosen was appropriate for the area in
which it was located. Other significant names submitted for
consideration could have been used (e.g., Erb) but were not used in
order to avoid conflict with names of similar sound or spelling located
in other municipalities within the Region. This strategy ensured that a
future review of names will be unnecessary should the Region move to
one-tier government.

The goal of the conversion project was to design a system that was
simple and capable of accommodating future growth. Before actually
changing many of the Township’s street names and numbers, it was
agreed that the following number and naming conventions would be
observed:

¢ numbers would be allocated from south to north and east to west

» where possible, even numbers would be on the south and west sides,
odd numbers on the north and east sides

* all thoroughfares running east-west would be called “lines” and all
thoroughfares running north-south would be called “roads”

* in towns where a thoroughfare was previously called a “street” it
would retain that designation

* if an accessway ended in a “dead-end” it would be known as a “lane”
 no destination names would be used as street names

o cul-de-sacs would be numbered odd in a counter-clockwise fashion

A number of public meetings were held and submissions from
citizens groups and individuals were received; the public became
involved in the naming process and the voice of those affected was
heard.

Costs for the conversion to civic addressing were the joint
responsibility of the Township and the Region. Funds used by the
Region for this project resulted from savings when a service contract
with Bell Canada for 911 access using Emergency Code Location signs
was cancelled and not from tax dollars. The Region provided project









Temperance Island, a “lovely spot.” Dinner was served at half-past 12
o’clock, when 425 people sat down to the first table, 390 to the second,
and a large number to the third.

o New name: Mallott Road
Old name:  Township Road #2C

Description: Bricker School Line (Township Road #13E) to Line
86 (Regional Road #86)

One of the pioneer black families in Wellesley Township, a family
with the surname of Mallot /[sic] is registered in Peel Township records
in 1851. The James Mallott family lived in Wallenstein and later
moved further into Wellesley Township. Records note the death, in
1903, of Annie Della Malott [sic], of Wallenstein, a servant; in 1910 of
Josephine Molott [sic/, age 76, born in Peel. A third entry is for
Wilford Mallott who died at age 24. Local residents also recall a
“Honey” Mallott who worked as a thresher.

* New name: Powell Road
Old name:  Township Road #4A

Description: Lawson Line (Township Road #13W) to Line 86
(Regional Road #86)

The Lemuel Powell name belongs to the category of “founding
family” within the Township of Wellesley. The Powell family traces its
own ancestry back to the Naneos Mansion in Aberystwyth, Wales, and
are direct descendants of Thomas Powell who sailed to the United
States in 1741(?7). Lemuel Powell’s registration in the 1851 census
gives his place of origin as Vermont. Lemuel Powell married twice: in
1850 to Jane Nichol Stewart (who is buried along with Lemuel in the
Hawkesville cemetery) and to Maud Shipman (who is buried in Forest
Lawn cemetery in California).

* New name: Maplewood Road
Old name:  Township Road #4 South

Description: Weimar Line (Regional Road #14) to Hessen Strasse
(Township Road #5E)

Local residents petitioned the Township to retain the name
Maplewood — the only change was from Maplewood Drive to
Maplewood Road.












(Township Road #15); Weimar Line (Regional Road
#14)/Weimar Line to Lobsinger Line (Regional Road
#15); Gerber Road (Regional Road #12)/Notre Dame
Drive (Regional Road #12) to Weimar Line (Regional
Road #14)

An original settlement family, Michael von Moser and his three
brothers (Carl, John and Joseph) emigrated from Germany in the
1840s. All dropped the prefix ‘von’ (a designation of nobility) when
they arrived in Canada. Michael and his brother John settled in
Wellesley Township. John Moser was among the first settlers of
Bamberg sometime in the 1840s. Michael received the crown deed to
his property near Bamberg in 1857 and he built his 27 storey fieldstone
Georgian-style house in 1863. The Moser family was Roman Catholic.
However, Michael left the faith possibly in response to the controversy
surrounding his marriage in the 1850s to Maria Musselman, a young
Mennonite woman. One of Michael’s sons (Enoch) purchased one of
the first automobiles in the Township.

From the early 1950s until 1968, Lloyd and Florence Young
owned and operated Youngstown Lodge located on the Moser-Young
Road on the former site of Waterloo bandmaster Professor C.F.
Thiele’s music camp in Bamberg. In 1948, prior to opening
Youngstown Lodge, Lloyd Young owned and operated the Embassy
Hotel (Angie’s Kitchen in 2000) in St. Agatha. The 14-acre
Youngstown Lodge site had two large reception halls — one licensed
with a capacity of 500 people, the other with a capacity of 350 people.
Also located on the property was a large park with a midway, a
baseball diamond and soccer field. The Lodge employed upwards of
40 part-time employees from the local area and it played host to
banquets, wedding receptions, live-band dances, and company picnics
for such firms as Carling Breweries, General Spring, and Blower and
Forge. Famous for its BBQ, it was not unusual to serve between 4,000
and 5,000 BBQ chicken dinners on a summer weekend. The Lodge
also had a robust catering business and often served meals at large
functions for area businesses. For example, Youngstown Lodge was
hired to serve 6,500 meals in London, Ontario, at a farm implement
dealers banquet which had Don Messer as its musical guest. After the
Lodge was sold in 1968, it became known as Lakeview Lodge owned
by Willard Poll; it was then sold to a church group before being sold
to become a private residence. Lloyd Young died in 1992.
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lists Hugh, aged 29, and his wife Jane, age 17, and an infant daughter
Elizabeth. The census records that there was a township hall on his lot
(also used at times for religious worship), a tavern, a log house and a
shanty. Hutchison was an entrepreneur and planned the survey of the
village of Crosshill with his friend William Hastings.

* New name: Lavery Road
Old name:  Township Road #12 North

Description: Ament Line (Regional Road #17) to Line 86
(Regional Road #86)

By 1874, the village of Dorking had two blacksmith’s shops, a
hotel, a general store, a post office, a church and school, private
residences and area farms. The land surrounding the village was
heavily wooded with the finest timber. As the land was cleared for
settlement, many farms were mixed operations including orchards and
sugar bushes. An original settlement family, the Lavery family are
reported to have bought their first team of oxen using maple sugar as
payment.

° New name: Manser Road
Old name:  Township Road #14 South; Regional Road #5

Description: Perth Line (Regional Road #7) to William Hastings
Line (Regional Road #5); William Hastings Line
(Regional Road #5)/William Hastings Line (Regional
Road #11) northerly to the County of Wellington
boundary

A well known name in the district, the Manser family was large
and owned much property in the area. An original settlement family,
George Manser married Rebecca Miller in 1854 and settled on a farm
south of Crosshill. One of their six children was a son also named
George Manser. The younger George became a veterinarian,
graduating from the Ontario Veterinary College in Toronto. In 1891,
after graduation, Dr. George Manser purchased the practice of Dr.
Charles Hackett of Linwood. His practice was extensive and took in a
geographic area that approached Elmira, went as far north as Arthur,
Listowel and Atwood, west to Milverton and as far south as the village
of Wellesley. At first, Dr. Manser traveled by horse; later in a Ford car.
He served the farming community for over forty years. Dr. Manser’s
office was in his home and he is remembered as an organized and












Dr. Deborah Glaister Hannay was born in Wellesley village on
August 19, 1906, and was the third generation medical doctor to
practise in Wellesley. Her father, Dr. William Glaister (born in
Crosshill), had an established medical practice in Wellesley; her
mother Louise Morton Glaister (born in Wellesley village) was a
practising nurse; and her maternal grandfather, Dr. William Morton,
also practised in Wellesley in the latter decades of the nineteenth
century. In 1927, Deborah Glaister graduated from the University of
Toronto. She continued her studies and earned a -master’s degree in
1932 and a medical degree in 1938. Deborah Glaister was one of 12
women in the graduating class of 130. After two years of post-graduate
research in London, England, Dr. Deborah Glaister returned to
Wellesley village to practise medicine where she became
affectionately known as “Dr. Deborah,” not Dr. Glaister. In 1941,
Deborah Glaister married Jack Hannay and in the spring of 1944 she
was sent overseas as a captain in the Royal Canadian Army Medical
Corps where she served in England and Belgium. Upon return from
Europe, Dr. Glaister Hannay settled in Kitchener where she started a
private practice. Eventually, she joined Freeport Hospital and was
Chief of Staff at the hospital before her retirement in1977. Dr. Deborah
Glaister Hannay died at the age of 79 in 1986. Throughout her life and
career, Dr. Deborah Glaister Hannay followed paths not common for
women of her generation.

* New name: Hessen Strasse
Old name:  Township Road #5 East

Description: Kressler Road (Regional Road #16) to Hutchison
Road (Regional Road #5)

In 1845, Hessian Lutherans from Germany settled along the fifth
concession in Wellesley Township on land and soil that was familiar to
them and in order to preserve their heritage. Like others of the time,
they held religious services in private area homes. Eventually they
came to worship in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Heidelberg which
was built in 1861. The ‘fifth line’ became known as Hesson [sic]
Strasse (or Hessian Road) after a familiar route running through their
native province in Germany.

* New name: Streicher Line
Old name:  Township Road #5 West

Description: Hutchison Road (Regional Road #5) to Road 116
(Township Road #20 North and South)






raising the finest stock — Hampshire hogs, Shorthorn cattle, Clydesdale
horses and they introduced Leicester sheep to the area. The Hastings
often exhibited at world fairs in Chicago, St. Louis and Toronto.

e New name: Ayrshire Lane
Old name:  Township Road #7

Description: Lot Line between Lots 10 and 11, Concession 8, East
Section to Hutchison Road (Township Road #12)

The village of Crosshill in Wellesley Township was named after
Crosshill in Ayrshire, Scotland. The naming of Crosshill village is
variously credited to three individuals — Hugh Hutchison, John
Campbell or William Hastings. These three men and their families
emigrated from their native Scotland to Canada in the early 1840s.

* New name: Boomer Line
Old name:  Township Road #9 East

Description: Kressler Road (Regional Road #16) to Hutchison
Road (Township Road #12)

The village of Linwood was first settled in the late 1840s. The
name of the village comes from the Welsh and means “a pool in the
woods.” The village plan was set out in 1857 by Moses McFadden and
all streets were named after the children of the Alfred Boomer family.
John Boomer owned and operated the local sawmill and built one of
the earliest homes in the village. Later descendants of the Boomer
family included the Boomers of St. Clements who built a manor-style
home with five bedrooms and a library. Mr. Boomer was Justice of the
Peace and often held court in this house. A creek which flowed through
the villages of St. Clements and Hawkesville was called Boomer
Creek.

e New name: Schummer Line
Old name:  Township Road #9 West

Description: Hutchison Road (Township Road #12) to Road 116
(Township Road #20 North and South)

An original settlement family in the Linwood area, the Schummer
family is recorded in the 1851 census. In the 1880s, Peter Schummer
was a storekeeper and had a shop on the main street of St. Clements.
As well, he served the village as postmaster and clerk of the township
for over 40 years. Another descendant was Henrietta Schummer, a
practising nurse in St. Clements in the early 1900s.






in Wellesley Township in the mid-1830s (1834?) since in the 1851
census they list their eight children, ranging in age from one to 15, as
all being born in Canada. Other Ament descendants include Andrew
Ament who was a tight-rope performer in Hawkesville (walking on a
rope that stretched across the street from the post office to the building
opposite), Francis Ament a bricklayer in Linwood who built the first
post office in the village, and Archie Ament who served as Linwood’s
postmaster from 1920 to 1959.

o New name: Broadway Street
Old name:  Township Road #11A

Description: Woolwich Road #23 to Herrgott Road (Regional
Road #10)

This street name existed prior to the conversion program. The
street was extended, however, due to the 911 project.

e New name: Bricker School Line
Old name:  Township Road #13A

Description: Woolwich Road #23 to Temperance Road (Township
Road #2B)

In the census of 1851, John Bricker and his family were
registered as Mennonites located on Lot 22, Section A of Wellesley
Township. John Bricker was born in Waterloo County in 1826 and was
related to Samuel Bricker who traveled from Pennsylvania to Ontario
in order to buy the Beasley Tract. In doing so, Samuel Bricker
established the German Company which opened up the land for the
influx of Mennonite families into this area. The Bricker School was
built on John Bricker’s property.

¢ New name: Lawson Line
Old name:  Township Road #13 East

Description: Herrgott Road (Regional Road #10) to Lavery Road
(Township Road #12 North)

William Lawson, a black immigrant who settled in Wellesley
Township in the mid-1800s, is believed to be only one of two black
farmers (the other was neighbor William Douglass) who did not lose
their farms through fear or coercion. Many black (and white) settlers
unable to read or write were duped by unscrupulous dealers into the
sales of their property at much less than fair market value.


















An original settlement family in the St. Clements area (originally
the village of St. Clements was called St. Alphonsus but was re-named
in 1852 after St. Clement, the Bishop of Rome). John Stroh became
prominent as the local tavern-keeper and Justice of the Peace. He
became postmaster of St. Clements in 1853. A German Roman
Catholic from the Alsace-Lorraine region, John Stroh as postmaster
served as the communication link between the Catholic bishop in
Toronto and local parishioners until the St. Clements church received
a resident priest. John Stroh died on May 3, 1905.

e New name: Doering Street
Old Name: Doering Street East and West
Description: Doering Street (Molesworth Street) to David Street
Old name:  Molesworth Street South
Description: Doering Street to Lawrence Street East

Wellesley village was originally called Smithville after John Smith
who had developed the initial dam site and mill pond. In 1855-1856,
Christopher and Henry Doering laid out Smithville’s streets and
began to sell building lots. The Doering brothers were very prominent
in the early life of the village and by 1855 had established a sawmill in
the village. In 1856, they built a flour mill. The Doering family also
built a tannery and donated the Swedenborgian church building to its
congregation. As well, the Doerings started and managed the village’s
first general store.

* New name: Lawrence Street
Old name: Lawrence Street East

Description: Molesworth Street South to Nafziger Road (Regional
Road #5)

Old name:  Lawrence Street West
Description: Nafziger Road (Regional Road #5) to Reiner Crescent

This street name existed prior to the conversion program.
However, the ‘east’ and ‘west’ designations were eliminated.

* New name: Henry Street
Old name:  Henry Street East and West

Description: From a point in Lot 12, Concession II, East Section to
Water Street
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