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Wellesley woman figured it out

Strange tale of a tombstone

By Mary Schuessler
district correspondent

WELLESLEY — One of
the most puzzling tomb-
stones in Canadian history
stands in Rushes Cemetery
located several miles north
of this village.

The major portion of the
stone consists of a solid block
of 225 random letters and
numbers.  Besides this
mysterious ecryptogram on
the four-inch marble slab, a
few intelligible insecriptions
do occur. At the top of the
stone stands the family name
of “Bean’”” with ‘“Henrietta”
and “Susanna” written be-
low it. A hand with three
fingers bending down toward
the palm and the index finger
pointing skyward announce
the words, “Gone Home’.
Along the bottom of the
tombstone a final sentence
declares: “Reader! Meet us
in heaven.”’

For almost 70 years this
block of mindless letters
stood unyielding. It made
absolutely no sense to anyone
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who saw the stone in the
cemetery built on-a rise of
land east of the road between
the village and Crosshill. But
Florence ‘‘Flossie” Dewar,
who lived 60 years in this
village, finally broke the
code and unlocked the tomb-
stone’s silence in 1936.

Since last July, Mrs.
Dewar and her husband,
Anderson, have taken up res-
idence at Nithview in New
Hamburg. The alert and ac-
tive 92-year-old woman still
keeps among her mementos
the large piece of cardboard
penciled off in a grid with
each letter of the eryptogram
written into a square. Below
each letter, she’s recorded in
green ink a number, all 225 of
them. These numbers reveal
the progression of the coded
message as it twists its way
throughout the block.

“If you start from the top
with the seventh letter from
the left and go down seven
squares, you begin with the
letter ‘F’,”’ she peints out.
“The letters go counterclock
wise in a zigzag.”’

Only the first circle of
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words follow in a straight
line as it spells out “In
memoriam”’. The next wider
circle follows a zigzag
course, but reverts to a
straight line pattern on its
third round. But the re-
mainder of the cryptogram
follows to the end in a series

_of zigs and zags.

The deciphered message
reads:

“In memoriam Henrietta
1st wife of S Bean MD who
died 27th Sep 1865 aged 23
years 2 months & 17 days and
Susanna his 2nd wife who
died 27th April 1867 aged 26
years 10 months & 15 days. 2
better wives 1 man never
had. They were gifts from
God but are now in heaven.
May God help me S. B. to
meet them there.”’

Mrs. Dewar recalls that in
her early years in Wellesley,
few people ever talked much
about the stone or paid any
attention to it. She’d moved
into the village with her fam-
ily from.- Ellice Township
when she was nine years old.
She remembers hearing her
parents and grandparents,
who attended an Evangelical
church in Gadshill, speak of
this doctor who had also be-
come an Evangelical, or
German Methodist, minister

to solve the Bean cryptogram.

as well. .

Mrs. Dewar admits that
sheer curiosity drove her to
seek out the key to the Bean
tombstone that probably
goes back to 1867. ¢“I must
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Florence Dewar with the piece of cardboard she made up
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cryptogram
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have been sick in the head,”
laughs Mrs. Dewar, a book-
keeper and accountant be-
fore her marriage. “I always
liked to work with figures.
Let’s say arithmetic was my
best subject in school.”
Continued on next page
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At right is a strange tomb-
stone in a cemetery near
Wellesley. For a story about
the stone and the woman who|
eventually decoded its
message, see pages 2and 3.




Strange tale of the
tombstone crytopgram...

After going to the ceme-
tery and copying down all the
letters and numbers on the
stone, she took the cryp-
togram back home. ‘“And
then I started to work at it for
a little amusement,”
recalls. She estimates she
spent several weeks on the
puzzle, but once ' she
discovered the
began in the middle of the
block and worked in a
counterclockwise direction,
she’d learned the most im-
portant and vital key. “But I
sure didn’t do it in one
night,” she says.

Once Mrs. Dewar broke
that code in 1936, her work
with the stone didn’t end. For
the discovery evoked even
more questions about the
doctor and his two young

wives.

- Research revealed the
man was born in Wilmot
Township in 1842. Before
becoming a doctor,
served for three years as the
first school teacher at S.S.
No. 8 in Hay Township near
Zurich, Ont. He then went on
to study medicine in
Philadelphia where he met
and married his first wife,
Henrietta Furry.

When his bride of only
seven months died in 1865 in
Linwood, the doctor resorted
to a eryptogram on the black
bordered funeral card that
announced her death. The
message, once again starting
in the centrée and moving
counterclockwise, revealed
that Henrietta had left all of
her friends behind in Penn-
‘sylvania and had come to
Linwood, Ont. where her
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The scaled- down version of the piece of cardboard that
contains all the letters and numbers of the Bean cryptogram.
Underneath each square, Florence Dewar wrote in a number
— a total of 225 — to show the sequence progression of the
words.
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husband had set up his first
practice. The doctor praised
her as ‘‘a model wife, 1 of
1000 and wrote her death
was ‘“much regretted by her
sorrowing husband and all

il=re| whoknew her.”

At one time it was believed
the doctor’s first two wives
were sisters, but Mrs. Dewar
discounts the theory. Samuel
Bean, whose name was orig-
inally spelled Biehn or
Biehan, came from Ger-
man-speaking people of
Swiss origins. The family
first arrived in Pennsylvania
in 1745 and later made their
way . into -Waterloo and Ox-
ford counties in Ontario.

A year after the death of
his second wife in 1867, Dr.
Bean became a licenced
preacher for the Evangelical
Church. He was ordained as
an itinerant elder five years
later. By that time he’d mar-
ried his third wife, Annie
Wankmiller from Strasburg
in Waterloo County. The
couple,” who had five
children, moved to Niagara
Falls, New York shortly
after their marriage in 1870.
They took up residence as
well in Iowa and Florida. One
old Iowa settler recalls that if
the doctor felt his medicine
wouldn’t cure the patient,
he’d kneel down by the bed-

side and pray.

After a visit to Cuba in
January, 1904, Dr. Bean was
lost at sea when the boat
capsized on the return
voyage. His body was never
found. His wife Annie, who
died later that same year, is
believed to have been buried
in the Strasburg cemetery.

Florence Dewar’s interest
in the Bean monument con-
tinued into the 1980s. Over
the years she’d watched the
gradual deterioration of the
soft and sugary Bean stone.

“I’d been after different
ones to do something about
the stone,”’ she says. I had
pushed and pushed, but
nothing came of it.”’ She
feared the decaying stone,
losing its surface to harsh
east winds and encrusted

_green moss, would be lost to
- future generations. Finally,

the year 1982 with its 150th
Wellesley Township anni-
versary celebrations provid-

. Continued on page 5
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